Transcription of ribosomal DNA intergenic spacer sequences in normal and regenerating rat liver.
In regenerating rat liver both the transcriptional activity of the intergenic spacer rDNA promoter and the steady-state abundance of spacer transcripts are increased about 2-fold, as compared to normal liver. These changes are parallel to the observed 2.5-fold increase in regenerating liver of rRNA gene promotor activity and gene promotor transcripts abundance. These results suggest that both gene and spacer rDNA promotors are subject to common regulatory mechanisms. Our results indicate also that the stability of spacer transcripts in regenerating liver is not significantly altered.